
To Whom it May Concern, 

 

I am writing to you in STRONG opposition of HB 5447. It is clear that the proposition of this 

bill is motivated entirely by short-term financial outcomes and completely discounts the impact 

this will have on the most vulnerable residents of Connecticut and the long-term financial costs 

to the state. While I would like to say that all public and non-public special education programs 

provide an equal quality of service and serve a similar student population, this is simply not the 

case at all. The primary reason why special education students are placed in private programs is 

because they cannot be effectively educated in the public schools (for a variety of reasons). Thus 

they require a higher level of supports, services, and specialization that is currently only 

available in the private sector. To that end, even within the private sector the quality and 

intensity of services vary from program to program based on a whole host of factors including 

but not limited to geographic area, and student educational and behavioral needs. To lump all 

programs together and thus financially tie the hands of programs that produce excellent 

outcomes resulting from the financial investment of those programs into the highest quality 

programs is both harmful and irresponsible. By doing this, these vulnerable individuals will 

ultimately receive poor quality services will not be afforded the opportunity to live as 

independently as they can or contribute to our society in a meaningful way. And as a result will 

become a large financial burden on the state. Consequently, I urge you in the strongest terms 

possible to oppose HB 5447.  

 

Thank you! If you have any further questions I can be reached at 914-413-7790 

 

David Kuhn, Ph.D. 

49 Cedar Lane 

Ridgefield, CT 06877 

 


